Nebraska Hospice-Veteran Partnership

Annual Meeting

September 19, 2008
Chairperson: Kelly Schneider, VA Midwest Health Care Network

Recorder: Jennifer Eurek, Nebraska Hospice and Palliative Care Partnership

Present: 

Tracy Rathe, Nebraska Hospice and Palliative Care Partnership

Sherry Hopkins, NWIHCS

Diana Wing, Saint Francis Medical Center Parish Nursing

Theresa Wood, Saint Francis Medical Center Palliative Care

Roxanne Mostek, Grand Island Veteran’s Home

Aloha Schmid, Tabitha Health Care Services

Mary Kline, Omaha VAMC

Annette Kasselman, Methodist Hospice

Kathy Gast, Methodist Hospice

Elizabeth French, NWIHCS

Cynthia Hansen, NWIHCS

Shane Van Dorin, NWIHCS
Amy Rosauer, NWIHCS

Pat Moffatt, NWIHCS

Diana Baker, NWIHCS

Cheryl Havekost, VNA

Cynthia Longstreet, NWIHCS
Colleen Nielsen, NWIHCS

Sandy Yager, Abundant Life Hospice

Gerry Fryer, Abundant Life Hospice

Guests: Diane Jones and Deborah Grassman

Meeting was called to order at 1:03 p.m.

Kelly Schneider and Jennifer Eurek welcomed the membership to the meeting. 

Kelly introduced Diane Jones, who gave a central office update, including the comprehensive end-of-life care initiative (CELC) and the Military History Toolkit.

Jennifer and Kelly made the annual award presentations. The Medal of Honor recipient for 2008 is Patricia Moffett and the 2008 Medal of Valor recipient is Colleen Nielsen.

Next each sub-committee gave their annual report to the membership.

Education Subcommittee Report by Pat Moffett. There are at least 10 members on this committee from Omaha, Lincoln, GI, and Norfolk.  Subcommittee meetings were held by person and conference calls.
Objectives
1. Send VA and SVH nurse/social worker via either ELNEC (End of Life Nursing Education Consortium) or EPEC (Education in Palliative and End of Life Care) for trainer certification.  These individuals would go back to their facilities and educate staff on end of life care.

Progress:  VA Advance Care Teams as well as other staff members and VA/UNMC GEC grant educator will be attending ELNEC training in October of this year and later in October of this year the VA Advance Care Team Nurse Practitioner will be attending EPEC training.

2. Implement the Wounded Warrior video (I) into general orientation for VA, SVH, and VA contracted NH facilities and Wounded Warrior video (II) during second year of employment (grandfather in all current employees).

Progress: Did not work on this objective this year

3. Invite Debra Grassman to NWI area in 2008 – invite VA, SVH, Hospice agencies, Contract NH and then all NH and complete this prior to October 2008 (offering continuing educational hours).
Progress: Accomplished with this morning’s workshop offering

4. Utilize the University of Nebraska Medical Center GEC grant educational opportunities as they become available.  

Progress:  VA is now privileged to have Diana Baker on board to collaborate and coordinate these efforts – please stay tuned for upcoming geriatric educational opportunities across the state of Nebraska.
Coordination of Care Subcommittee Report by Annette Kasselman

Members:  Chair, Annette Kasselman, Methodist Hospice Omaha; Brenda Knutson, E. Nebraska Veterans’ Home; Cynthia Longstreet, VA Omaha; Colleen Nielsen, VA Lincoln; Diane Randolph, Methodist Hospice Omaha; Theresa Wood, Saint Francis Hospice Grand Island

Objective:  To facilitate a smooth transition for veterans to use hospice care as appropriate.

Goals:    

· To review and update the VA 101: What community hospices need to know and distribute to community hospices;

· To educate health care providers in the VA Nebraska Western Iowa Health Care System and Nebraska State Veteran Homes, on the Nebraska Hospice Veteran Partnership goals and information on those participating in the partnership;

· To assess for opportunities that would encourage effective communication between hospice providers and the VA and veterans’ homes.    

Accomplishments:

· The VA 101: What community hospices need to know was updated and has been approved and is being distributed.

· The education goal was deferred to the education committee.

· A survey was formatted and distributed to hospices statewide.  11 surveys were returned.  For the most part the surveys reflected a healthy relationship with Veteran organizations and the hospice providers. We received a suggestion for a uniform referral that veterans’ homes would use. Brenda Knutson, from E. Nebraska Veterans’ Home will be taking the information to the states’ quarterly meeting in October. 

· By participating in this subcommittee, members have gained a stronger since of partnership and patriotism.  

Marketing Subcommittee Report by Tracy Rathe

Members: Kathy Gast, Methodist Home Health and Hospice; Janelle Brock, VA; Colleen O’Connor Donovan, VA; John Hilgert, State Veterans Homes; Ginada Hostetler, Grand Island Veterans Home; Tracy Rathe, Nebraska Hospice and Palliative Care Partnership

HVP brochure

The brochure text and concept was sent to the designer on August 26.  It was decided at the August 8 Steering Committee that 2,500 would be printed and distributed to veterans’ homes, VA hospitals, community hospitals, county service officers, hospice providers, home health providers and physicians.  Printing 2,500 will cost $335.

Lobby Fairs

A lobby fair to promote hospice to veterans and their families is being planned for the Omaha area.

Website

Information on how to enroll in the VA and important links and phone numbers has been added to the HVP page of nehospice.org.

HVP Steering Committee and Subcommittee documents (agendas, minutes, presentations) are all available at nehospice.org.  Logging in is not necessary.

Kelly then opened the meeting for discussion among the membership. 

· The suggestion was made to hold the next education event/annual meeting in central Nebraska to engage those professionals in our partnership. 

· It was noted that the VA is beginning to use telehealth monitoring devices.

· Diane Jones offered to share what other Hospice-Veteran Partnerships are doing in other states to help with our strategic planning process for next year.

Next membership meeting: This meeting was to be held on Friday, November 28 but since that is the day after Thanksgiving will plan to move the meeting to the first Friday in December (December 5, 2008).  Notice and agenda will be sent out prior to the meeting.

