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  VA Nebraska-Western Iowa Health Care System                                                                        

Nebraska Hospice Veterans Partnership

April 6, 2010 at 10-11:30 am Meeting Minutes

Pictel: Omaha-site 1, Lincoln-site 2, Grand Island- site 1

Direct Dial-In Number (402) 943-5467 (after 10 am)

Chairperson: Jennifer Eurek, Rick Missell 
Recorder: Cindy Rosa

Present: 

Omaha- Kathy Gast, Annette Kasselman, Marabeth Kracher, Carol Madsen, Cynthia Longstreet, Diane Randolph, Shane Van Dorin

Lincoln- Jennifer Eurek, Tracy Rathe, Aloha Schmid, Colleen Nielsen

Grand Island- Colleen Donovan, Cindy Niemack-Brown, Diana Wing, Theresa Wood

Norfolk- Christine Wismer, Tim Brazeal

Phone: Howard Googins, Tammy Mahaney

	Topic
	Discussion
	Decision
	Vote/ Consensus
	Recommendations/Actions
	Responsible Person

	 Approval of the Minutes
	No corrections were noted on the previous minutes. 
	Agreed
	All agreed
	Post the minutes
	Jennifer Eurek

	Educational presentation on veteran women’s issues 
	Cindy Niemack-Brown, the women’s veteran coordinator for NWI was introduced.  Cindy gave her email address:  cindy.niemack-brown@va.gov .   She began presenting information about women’s veteran issues, including the history of women in the military dating back to the revolution, and the increasing number of women in the military.  She stated that treating women veterans should be an area of concern for all of us and improvements should be made.  Currently, all VA’s have a primary care provider assigned to women and she has coordinated numerous meetings designed to provide information to women veterans on their benefits.  She stated many important points to consider, including:

· Women veterans tend to be younger

· Child care issues may need to be considered when treating 

· Traditionally, women veterans don’t use their VA benefits

· Most do not know what their benefits are

· Never approached by medical staff about benefits available to them

· April is Sexual Assault Awareness Month

· Military sexual trauma POC’s are located in Omaha-Connie Logan, Lincoln-Bev Lindell, and GI-Lisa Barnes

· Mental illness including depression, bipolarism and PTSD often plague veterans who have experienced sexual trauma

· Many veterans are becoming homeless

· Active duty military members are briefed on veterans benefits prior to separating from military, but to what extend is uncertain

· At each VA site, there is a primary care doctor designated to work with women veterans

She suggests we all think about ways to outreach to women veterans.  Suggestions from the group included:

· National campaigns that include posters and commercials

· Flyers/posters in VA facilities

· Continuing forming outreach groups that hold routine meetings to inform area residents

· Attend and present at national social worker events, educating them to outreach to women veterans

Cindy stated that the group is welcome to contact her directly for more information, including pamphlets and brochures.  Jennifer Eurek thanked Cindy for her time and service.
	Agreed
	All agreed
	Search for outreach opportunities to educate women veterans on their benefits.
	Entire group

	Subcommittee Reports
	Education Subcommittee: Shane Van Dorin briefed that Amy Rosauer had sent a letter requesting case studies and potential speakers be suggested to the subcommittee for consideration.  The team has tentatively scheduled the date of Friday, October 15, 2010, from 7:30am to 4:30pm at Lincoln auditorium for the fall education presentation and business meeting.  The subcommittee is still working on the format for the educational presentation but may consider 3 hours in the morning for educational presentations, utilizing a panel discussion, break for lunch, then conduct the business meeting in the afternoon.  Next education subcommittee meeting is April 20th.

Marketing Subcommittee:  Tracy Rathe briefed that there is nothing new to report from last update.  The next marketing subcommittee meeting is Tuesday, April 13th.

Coordination of Care Subcommittee:  Cynthia Longstreet briefed that there is nothing new to report from the last update and that the next meeting with be in early May.
	Agreed


	All agreed


	Continue working on subcommittee tasks.

 
	Shane Van Dorin

Tracy Rathe

Cynthia Longstreet



	Annual Nebraska Hospice and Palliative Care Conference
	Updates:  Held last week and Jennifer thanked all those who staffed the booth.

Booth:  Colleen Nielson said that she guessed that about 75%-80% of the area hospice agencies in Nebraska stopped by the booth and received VA 101 pamphlets and/or the NHVP pins.  The supplies were well received by the agencies.  Colleen Donovan noted that there was an increased number of people attending the conference and stopping by our booth.
	
	
	
	Jennifer Eurek

Colleen Nielson

Colleen Donovan



	Discussion on Future Meetings
	Next meeting is June, 1, 2010 from 10-11:30.  The educational topic will be on spirituality and Lonnie Logan will be the presenter. Reminder that the meetings have been moved to the first Tuesday of the month.  Reminder of GI open house on Wednesday April 7, 2010.
	
	
	
	Jennifer Eurek

	Adjourn
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