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  VA Nebraska-Western Iowa Health Care System                                                                        

Nebraska Hospice Veterans Partnership

February 26, 2010 at 10-11:30 am  Meeting Minutes

Pictel: Omaha-site 1, Lincoln-site 2, Grand Island- site 1

Direct Dial-In Number (402) 943-5467 

Chairperson: Colleen Donovan, Jennifer Eurek, 
Recorder: Cindy Rosa, 

Present: Omaha- Amy Rosauer, Lynn Croghan, Diane Randolph, Carol Madsen, Judy Lenz

Lincoln- Jennifer Eurek, Tracy Rathe, Aloha Schmid

Grand Island- Cindy Hansen,  Lonnie Logan, Kelly Schneider, Brenda Schmid,  Sue Boyd, Theresa Wood, Janelle Brock, Gerry Payne-Phillips, Diana Wing

Phone: Cynthia Longstreet

	Topic
	Discussion
	Decision
	Vote/ Consensus
	Recommendations/Actions
	Responsible Person

	Introductions and Welcome
	Colleen Donovan welcomed the new attendees including Judy Madsen, Judy Lenz, and Cindy Rosa.  She also thanked Karen Maulsby for being the recorder for this meeting for two years
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A

	Review Previous Minutes
	There were corrections: names omitted from the attendance were Diana Wing and Trudy Meyer. 
	Agreed
	All agreed
	Change minutes to reflect additional attendees
	Cindy Rosa

	Subcommittee Reports
	Education Subcommittee:
The education subcommittee chairperson, Amy Rosauer, stated that the education subcommittee has a list of possible topics for the annual meeting in the fall.  Suggested topics include ethics, cultural diversity, and spirituality; or a case study presentation.  The presentation could be in the form of a panel or a guest speaker.  The committee discussed numerous topic ideas including a speaker on ethics or cultural diversity.  Colleen Donovan added that anyone who knows of a case study that may be interesting to discuss or other topic ideas to submit them to Amy Rosauer.  Also, Amy Rosauer asked if there was an interest in ELNEC training during this committee meeting.  It was stated that many Hospice staff have received the training or have had Hospice 101.  However, this may be of interest to State Veteran Homes or Community Nursing Homes.  Therefore, the idea is great but maybe not in these meetings.   

Marketing Subcommittee:

Tracy Rathe reported that the Wounded Warrior marketing campaign was very successful last fall, adding 39 more members to our membership list.  She reported that the Veterans Partnership lobby fairs were successful.  A survey was conducted after the fair and results can be obtained from the Tracy Rathe.  Overall, comments were positive but the locations within some buildings may need to be changed in order to improve visibility.  The awards presented to Cindy Hansen and Aloha Schmid received positive media coverage.  Lynn Croghan volunteered to join the marketing committee.

Coordination of Care Subcommittee:

Cynthia Longstreet updated everyone on the status of the coordination of care subcommittee.  The contact information for the group has been updated.  However, no replacement has been named for the oncology contact.  Cynthia Longstreet noted was that the VA 101 continues to be up-dated, as necessary.  Overall, she stated that there is a need for improved communication between community health nurses and hospices agencies.  She asked if Cindy Hansen could join the team.

Other Topics:

Colleen Donovan added that the subcommittees are looking for members.  If you wish to volunteer, please notify Colleen Donovan or Jennifer Eurek.  Also noted was that the committee membership lists are outdated.
	Agreed

Agreed

Agreed

Agreed


	All agreed

All agreed

All agreed

All agreed
	Continue working on topics, potential guest speakers, and members for a panel discussion.  Present at next meeting 

Contact the marketing committee if you wish to receive the lobby fair survey results or have feedback for site locations in the future.

Add Cindy Hansen coordination of care subcommittee.

Contact committee members via email and ask if they wish to still be on the committee and/or a member of the group.  Update list and forward to committee chairpersons, Jennifer Eurek and Colleen Donovan. 
	Amy Rosauer 

Entire group (including site coordinators and hospice agencies)

Cynthia Longstreet

Cindy Rosa

	Annual Nebraska Hospice and Palliative Care Conference
	Brochures have been sent to the members of the Nebraska Hospice and Palliative Care organization; Registration for the annual meeting can also be completed on the Nebraska Hospice and Palliative Care website.  The Hospice Veterans Partnership will have a booth at the conference where educational brochures and materials will be available.  Our goal will be to recruit new members and to provide education.  The Veterans Benefit Administration in Lincoln has agreed to help out at our booth.  Submit ideas about what types of materials/brochures should be available at this booth.   A Thomas Kinkaid picture is available to be used at the booth.
	Agreed
	All agreed
	If you have ideas about the types of materials that should be given out at our booth, please submit them to Colleen of Jennifer.
	Entire Group

	Hospice Veteran Partnership Pins
	Group members will receive 25 pins in packages that will be handed out at the annual Nebraska Hospice and Palliative Care Conference
	
	
	Each agency will receive 25 pins with re-orders available by contacting Colleen or Jennifer.
	Jennifer Eurek

	Schedule of Future Meetings
	Colleen Donovan stated that Friday mornings are not good days for these meetings as key VA staff have conflicts at this time; she asked the members in attendance to consider other options.  The first Tuesday or the third Monday of the month at 10-11:30am were voted on.  


	Agreed
	Most agreed
	Move the meeting to the first Tuesday of every other month. Scheduled meeting dates are now:

· April 6, 2010

· June 1, 2010

· August 3, 2010

· October 5, 2010

· December 7, 2010
	Colleen Donovan 

Jennifer Eurek

Cindy Rosa

	Possible Future Education Topics
	Colleen Donovan stated that previous education topics have included veteran’s benefits, eligibility, and a presentation on ALS. She opened the floor to discussion.  Possible topics and/or presenters suggested were:

· Lonnie Logan on spirituality

· Chris Heaney on mental health

· Cindy Niemak-Brown on Women Veteran’s Health 

· Julie Filips MD on geriatric psychiatry

· Dementia

· Traumatic Brain Injury

· Carol Madsen from Omaha-Select volunteered to obtain presenters on dementia and TBI

Colleen asked the group about how much time should be allocated to educational topics in our meetings.
	Agreed

Agree
	Most agreed

All agreed
	The presentation should be allotted 45 minutes for the topic and 15 minutes for questions, allowing 30 minutes for the rest of the meeting.

Education subcommittee could also consider these education topics.
	Colleen Donovan

Jennifer Eurek



	Update of Steering Committee Co-Chair Position
	Colleen Donovan announced that Rick Missell will be the VA Co-Chair with Jennifer Eurek for the Hospice Veteran Partnership.     
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A

	Next Meeting
	April 6, 2010
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